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1. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art of 
record does not teach or fairly suggest a mold closing device comprising a central mold carrier 
element arranged between two outer mold mounting plates, the central mold carrier element 
including at least two opposing mold mounting areas and further including a turning device; a 
supporting frame supporting the turning device; a machine frame fixedly connected to the 
supporting frame and displaceably supporting the outer mold mounting plates, and columns 
extending through the supporting frame and connecting the outer mold mounting plates to one 
another; wherein one end of each column is fixedly secured on one of the outer mold mounting 
plates and the other end of the column includes a piston which is reversibly guided in a cylinder 
unit connected with the other mold mounting plate for executing an opening and closing motion 
and for producing a closing pressure, as claimed in claim 1, or wherein the supporting frame is 
C-shaped to include an opening that is open towards a loading/unloading side of the injection 
molding machine, as claimed in claim 11. 

Japanese Patent Document 6-254906 is considered to be the closest prior art of record, 
disclosing a machine frame fixedly connected to a supporting frame 22 which supports a turning 
device of a central mold carrier element 23, two outer mold mounting plates 27, 28 displaceably 
supported on the machine frame on opposite sides of the central mold carrier element, and 
columns 34 extending through the supporting frame and connecting the outer mold mounting 
plates to one another when the molds are closed, wherein one end of each column is fixedly 
secured on one of the outer mold mounting plates, and the other end of each column is 
removably secured to a clamping cylinder 35 (via split nut 37) provided on the other outer mold 
mounting plate; however, Japan '906 does not disclose the other end of each column including a 
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piston which is reversibly guided in a cylinder unit that is connected with the other outer mold 
mounting plate for executing an opening and closing motion and for producing a closing pressure 
(claim 1), and does not disclose the supporting frame being C-shaped to include an opening that 
is open towards a loading/unloading side (claim 11). While it is known in the prior art to utilize 
a piston-cylinder arrangement on a stationary outer mold mounting plate and attached to columns 
to pull an opposed displaceable outer mold mounting plate and an intermediate displaceable 
central mold carrier element into a closed position, thereby necessitating a separate opening 
cylinder for the central mold carrier element (see, e.g., JP 62-60618; EP 794,045; US 5,773,049), 
the prior art of record does not teach or fairly suggest such an arrangement with a stationary 
central mold carrier element intermediate two displaceable outer mold mounting plates. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Mackey whose telephone number is 571-272-1 135. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on 571-272-1 166. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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